[Trophic activity of neurotensin in massive intestinal resection].
Regulatory peptides are among the main factors affecting the proliferative adaptive process of the small bowel; its mechanisms of action remains unknown. An 80% small bowel resection was done in Wistar rats (250-300 g) randomly assigned to two groups: control and neurotensin (300 mu/kg). Jejunal and ileal samples were taken on day 14 post-resection and histomorphometric (villous length) and proliferative (DNA content) measures were obtained. Results show an increase in villous length in the neurotensin group but no changes in DNA content were observed. We conclude that neurotensin increases intestinal mucosal growth after massive intestinal resection in the rat.